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The bumble and faithfull ad vice of divers affefiionate Friends to the 
Faun, Army and Commonwealth of England. | 


. Earing of your eſpeciall meetings in Councell in order 
H. the ſetling of the Nation in Peace and Freedome, as 
| perſons alwayes ingaged with you in affection and indea- 
vours to the ſame juſt ends, and alike concerned in the 
iſſue and ſuceeſſe thereof; and knowing by ſad experience how 
prone the wiſeſt have been to miſtak in gs in affairs of this aatute, we 
have deemed our ſelves bound in conſcience to contribute what 
| we conceive requiſite, ot may be of uſe for the ſtecring of your 
courſe aright, and for the avayding of thoſe rocks upon which 
many have fallen for want of due and timely confide ration: 
which cannot..be avoided but by acleare knowledge of the Fun- 
damentall Lawes and Liberties of England, and by a firm reſolution 
to reſtore ery of them without partiality unto their ptimitive 
power and effcacy throughout the Land; notwitkſtanding any 
corrupt intereſt, built upon their ruines or abuſes. 
* that waving _ things of innovation (let pretenees be ne- 
| | Ver 


eden ) the firſt thin 
| xen, is to ſatisſie your anllihgs, what are thoſe Funda- 


mengall Jayesand Liberyes, and in ghe next place byall lawful 
means to ene thtir ſeſtauſation TL ce Weil argy- 
ed von are nat a mcncempry.. red o e ee 
power of State (ſuch was the late Kings Armp, fighting againit the 


Fundamentall Lawes, to erect his will or corrupt Lawes by former 
Kings procured ſubſervient to will and power) but called forth and 


conjurcd by the, ſcverꝭll Declarations of Earliament to the defence 
of — A ga cbt 70 ( 1 4 hich 


1 the work you have un- 
F 


ples/juft: Rights an 
our Anceſtours of famous memory have endeavoured to pre- 
ſerve with the price of their bloud, and you by that, and the 
late bloud of your deare friends and fellow-ſouldiers (with the 
hand of yoaurawa)dg now lay.claime to; theſe. are your own 
realo 


nin 85 when fir vou diſputed ee Authority of Patliament, 
they having firit declincd the Fusdam tall Lawes, which was the 
onely juſt ground of declining ther. © | | 
And as you tightly underſtood, thatſhe ing no mercenary Zemp, 
but called forchyto the defence of ap o_ 1 Peopfes juſt 
ights and Liberties, Jou were. not bpund to obey commapds 
%%% / 
much more now are you to undefſtähu, That If zn men in the 
worid it would worſt become you, to becither adviſers-or procu- 
rers of other things then thoſe very true aucient fundamental 
Rights and Iibertiess. 5“ 6% A. 


And you ſee le wiſe: that notwithſtand ing che many profeſſi· 
ons and Proteſtations of this Army, to maintain the fundamental 
Lawes and Libert ies of th Nation, it yetiremains under a greater 
degree of bondage, and fulle r of juſt complaints then ever hecauſe 
yon have ſlackened your zeale, and chere hath not been that dili- 
. fe in all lawfulſ indeavours untill their-plonary te- 

aurãt ion and firm eſtabliſhment : Vour ſtudy ought not te he like 
Conguerors', to make things new , or innovate upan the Funda- 
mentall Lawes (that never? failing means of trouble and confuſion) 
but to cleare them from thoſe many inctoachments, vidlations aud 
abufes both upon the Lawes themſolves, and che execution of them, 
which have almoſt rend red them of no heneſit, and full of vexati- 


on to the people ofthis Nation, sp. 
"You may pleaſe to obſerve, ic ij not the being of a harliament 
„ * +. | that 
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deſtructive cochoſeRighrs, che te mig 


know who they are thut 


— egal ed rr ä yo! ; 
ciarativns; but in the real and e ffectual eſtabhichme — — 
when they either neglect thoſe, or ſer up other thingecdntrary, off 
ofpoſethe eſtabliſhing of them, rhey prove themlelyce mentor, 
aud reduce this Nation into a condition of bondage. 
Be pleaſed to reed yu, Remonſtrances and Declarations 


which im all parte of them have held forth the clearing, ſetling 


and ſecuring of the Rights; Liberties, and peace of the Nati 
on, the only juſtifiable ech of all your publique motions and en- 
deavouts, appealiug to the whole Nation, to che world, and to 


Almighty God, forthe ſuktneſſe, reaſonableneſſe, and common 


cdnerrnment of your deſires and intentions therein, yea fo: wiſely 


careful were 


vyexthe'common Rightsand Liberties oß the pes 
ple, und of their ſafety; char you 


ſed that in chings clearly 
t be fortbe future 2 li 
for diſſentin Menden in the Parliament to enter their diſſent, and 
thereby: to acquir themſelves from the guilt or blame of whay 
evills might enſue, that ſo the people might regularly come to 
8 their truſt faithful, and 
ho not, an argument. 1 othets then urged by the 3 
importing eee ſincerity, to the — che 
— — wes ; that could poſſibly be enpreſſe. 
1 is rherc(as we venly believe) any juſt objection, chat mould 
r you in perſeverance e, although we cannot de- 
ny; but chat aft che old and ne Sophiſms and delubive arguments 
deviſed by corrupt intertits, in defence: of themſe let againſt the 
Fubdamentall La wes and Libetries of: the pebple, have teen ſo di-. 
ligentty blownabroad, that we find thry have captivated many 
— mens underſtandings, and are ready and uppetmoſt almoſt in 
#H|-difcourfes; urging char if no no wn endeavourthe reſtauration 
of the antient Fundamental i Rats and: Libei ties of England, yon 


ech tote · cdifie the things you have to n do; as Kingly go- 
vernment, which the Parliament, not wichout ſufficitùt grounds, 


voredito be uſeleſſe borthenſomè, and dangerous; for hat, ſay 
they, hach been more autie nt ĩn Bugland, unto whichever by the 
very Lawes were annexed large revenues, and cxtraordinaly 
rruſtsgas the Milita, adi the like? what more antient amhority 
_ the Houſe of Lords , which by the very Lawes of 110 
£ A2 
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kadJariſdicionin appeals 5 Judgement, aud both Kings and 
Peers ever eſteemed an eſſential part of 'Parliamenrs ; the Bi- 
ſhops like wiſe of long continuance, and very many Lawes extant 


in tavout of chem. 


Bat as truth is more antient then error, and righteouſ- 
neſſe was before ſinne, though error and ſinne have much to- 


ſay fot theit antiquity, ſo is it anſwered in theſe andthe like caſcs; 
though Kings, aud Lords, and Biſhops have been of long: continu- 


ance, zndaave procured many Laws tobe mide; in ſcverall times, 


by Parliaments in favout of them, yet upon due enminatic it will 
appear that they are not of Fundamentall Inſticution, no more 
then many other corrupt intereſts, yet extant which time after 
time have one made way for another, untill at length they got the 
{way of all things, ſate themſelves upmoſt in all places, oft times 
friled the feats in Parliament, and then made-Laiwes in favour of 
them ſelves, and each others intereſt, and in ſubverſion/of the Fun- 
damentall La wes, endcayouring all they: could urterly to root 
them up, and cob lot the knowledge of them outiof all remem- 
And che refore to find out what are ttul) Fuadamentall Inſtitu- 
tions, you may pleaſe to look beyond Kings, 28d 25 you paſſe 
them, you will perceive that cheir originall ns eitherg by force 
from without, or from confederacy within the Land, that of their 
confederates they made Lords and Maſtets over the people; rea- 
ted offices, and made thr ir creatures officers for life, whereas the 
true mark of a Fundamentail Inſtitution is only one years continu- 
ance in an office, by which mark it is evident, that neither Kings not 
Houſe of Lords are of Fundamentall Iaſtitution, all tre Funda- 
mentall Inſtitutions ordaining election to every office, hich is a- 
nother mark, and that by the Inhabitants of che place where the 
office is to be exerciſed; and another, ſpeciall mirk is; that the 
main ſcope and intent of ithe office and baſineſſe thereof, is of e- 
quall concatnment to the general, good of all the people; and 
not pointed to make me great, wealthy and powerfull, all which 
undoubted marks exclude not only Kings, and Lords, and Biſhope, 
but many other intereſts of men in this long. enſlaved and deluded 
So that in removing thele uſeleſſe. burthenſome and dangerous 
intereſts of Kings, Lords, and Biheps, no violence at waa 
| ecn. 
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bees done to the Fundamentali Lawes and Liberties of .Englany, 
but they are ſo farre eſeated and ſecured from innovation, and 
many oppreſſions which attended them. _ | 


- . . > ” 


Nor is there ground for any to ſuppoſe, that in reſtoring the true 
antient fundamentall Rights of England, chere will be a neceſſity of 
maintaining any the Coarts in Weſtminſter, or their tedious, burtnen- 
ſome or deſtructive way of proceeding in trial of Cauſes, both Chan- 

cery, and the reſt being in all things (except the uſe of Juries)all of 
them of Regall inſtitution. except the Common Pleas, which is ſo 
alſo as to its being ſcated in Meſtminſt er: Theſe have ſomet imes been 
ſtrengthened by Laws made in Failiaments, which were ever to 
give place to Fundamentals, being indeed null and veid, wherein 
any particular they innovate upon, or ate contrary unto them: 
All. cauſes by the fondamentall Laws being to be decided and fi- 
nally,caded, paſt all appeal, in che Hundreds, or County Courts, 
where parties teſide, or where the complaint is made by I uries, 
without more charge or time then is neceſſary, ſo that untill the 
Norman:Conqueſt, the Nation never knew or felt the charge, 
trouble, or intanglements of Judges, Lawyers, Attorneys, Solici. 
tors, Filors, and the reſt of that ſort of men, which get great e- 
ſtates by che. too frequent ruines of induſtrious people, which is a- 
nother mark to know that all ſuch are not of fundimentall inſti- 
tution, but Regall, and creRed for the increaſe and defence of that 
intereſt. an r 

As for thoſe defect: which are many times obſerved in Juries, 

and ſome inconveniences which enſuc in ſome caſes under other 
fundamentall Conſticutions; it is to be noted, that there is not 
perfection to be expected un any Government in this world, it be- 

ing impoſſible for the wiſelt men that ever were to eompoſe ſuch 
Conſtit ut ions, as ſhould in every caſe warrant a juſt event. Vet ſo 
earcfull have our Forefathers been, that the Laws of England are as 
preventive of evill, and as effectwe for good, as any. Laws in the 
world. * | #1 

Asad for Juries, whatever juſt complaint lies againſt; them, it 
dot h not relate to the Conſtitution it ſelfe, (which Kings have of- 
ten attempted to deſtroy, as the main fortreſſe of the peoples li- 
berty) bur againſt ſuch abuſes, in the packing and framing of Ju- 
ries, in che ir by aſſing or over- a wing, by the ſervile and partiall Of- 


* 
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matters of juſt conplrint, and require reftification , #nd ought 
not to be made uſo of as a ground of Innovation, or an argument a 
gainſt your fundamentall Conſtittionnsn 
Others there are, who won Jac ire importance of Turies 
the people have thereof, it will be but a vai thing to attempt the 
totall taking them away, have inven ted a ftearagem that will ren- 
der them inſtead of being a fonntain of equal Juſtice to the pe- 


middle and meaner fort of men, which they would do upon the 
common pretence of Pre rogative, thar onely men of eſtite and 
quality ought to be entruſted with the determ ination and deciſion 
of cauſes, and therefore have contrived that ſach only as r worth 
one huadred mark per annum, thouid de capable of being chofen 
Jury men, which if obtained, we cannot from thenee but mite 
theſe concluſions.” ene een 


which gives equall reſpect to all men, paying Scot and Lot in the 
places they inhabit. 5 oc 
2. By the fame liberty they alter the Conſtitution in this partiĩ- 
cular at this time, they may at another time totally take it 1. 
WAY: e 


power of Judgement into the hands of a few, and the rich, who 


ing alſo a bringing of this Nation to the condition of the Frencht, 
and making it conſiſt only of Gentleman and Peſant. 


You may be pleas d in the next place to confider the particylar. 
of Preſſing, or forcing men to ſerve in the warres againſt theit 


to invite men voluntarily to its defence; a good government can- 
not need it, ſince in that it would be the intereſt of every man to 
hazard his life and fortunes for its conſervation, and therefore we 
deſire that this antient liberty may be tenderly preſerved. e. 
& For Tythes, they may (we conccive ) be taken away, with- 
| | out 


; 


-other;Spwayesthat others here Found out; all whith abwſes ArE 


to preſerve the people's Liberties), and that tktough the ſenſe that 


ple, the means only of advancing the rich, and in zwe upon the 


1. That the Fundumentall Conſtitutiotm is thertby violited 


3. That it is a policy agreeable to that of Kings, in reducing the 


may with much more eaſe be corrupted, then the generality: It be- 


conſents, then which nothing is more contrary to fandamentall” 
liberty; the King did alwaycs make uſe of it, and ſuch abcoad,- 
whoſe government ha's not that goodneſſe and freedome in it, 4 
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ont violence eo any fundam al al Law; the inftienr a jor there 
ef being Popiſh at firſt, and partly Regall, afterwards chau- 
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ged ſoleſy ine o the Regal Iatereſt, to maintein a numerous ſort of 


' ble'Sophilters, under pretence of being Miaiſtets of Chrift (which | 


they were not) having no qualifications agreeable unto thoſe 
which were ſo indeed, to preach up the Regal Intereſt With their 
own: Fundamentall inſtitution impoſeth no charge upon the peo. 
ple, but for Maintenance of the impotent and poor, or for ſuch as 
ate reſtrained untill time of triall for want of Sureties: All which 


the Neigaboathooctiste levy, or for publique defenee aguinſt ene- 


* 


mics; Which is referred by Bundamentall Conſtitution unto annual 
tchoſen Truſtees in che Grand Councell of the people, called from 
the Norman Patliament, upon whom the continued labeurs and 
policies of the Conquerors ſucceſſors have had great influence, by 
whoſe-ccnedeavours this burthen of Tythes came to have the colour 
of Law ſet upon it, though in this, 28 in all things els ; Parliament 
Law was ever to give way to Fundamentall, being null and void 
in it ſelfe, where it innovates upon the antient Rights of the 
ple, and hath been ſo acknowledged, enacted, and declared by 
moſt Parliaments; of ſo Supreme Authority in this Nation have 
fundamentalls ever beene, whereof Annuall new elected Parlia- 
ments is one and a chiefe, being inſtituted for preſervation, and 
not for deſtruction of fundamentalls, for then it might null Par- 
ſiaments themſclves; which could never be within the truſt of Par. 
liaments. eb 
But yet fo unhappy have Parliaments been in moſt times ſince 
the Conqueſt, that waving their care of the fundamentall Liberties 
of 'the Nation, t hey have ſo multiplied Laws upon Laws to their 
prejudice, that the whole voluminous bulk of the book of Statutes 
ſerves but as a witneſk of their defection, and of the prevalence of 


the Repall intereſt and his adherents ;:of which deviation from 


their rule (the Fundamentall La) not any one thing is more -re- 
markably pernicious to induſtrious people, then this of tythes, or 
inforced maintenance for Miniſters, or any other ſort of men, ex- 
cept fuch as are afore-mentioned ; ſo that tythes being utterly 
aboliſhed, the people are delivered from à moſt heavy and 


grinding oppreſſion, and thereinreRored to Fundamentall Li- 


berty. : 


And 
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And 28 for thoſe Laws which have been, touching mens Judge 
muents, opinions and practiſe ia matcers of Religion, with the pta- 
ceedings thereupon, and puniſhments annexed, there is no grobgd 


at all for them, the Fundamentall Law of England being as fres 
and clear from any ſuch perſeentiag ſpirit, as the Word of God 
is; queſtioning none, nor permitting that they ſhould be queſti. 
oned, or otherwiſe moleſted, much leſſe puniſhed, but for. ſack 
things only, as whereby ſome other perſon is injured, in perſon, 
goods, or good name, or in wife, children, or ſetvant; and therein 
alſo it pro vid es, that none be tortured, upon any occaſion what ſo- 


ever, and that no leſſe then two lau full Witneſſes are ſufficient to 


prove every fact: Alſo, that where any accuſed perſon can procure 
Suret ies, there be no reſtraint of the body in priſon; what is in 
common practiſe contrary hereunto, hath been innovated cortra- 
ry to Fundamentall Right, and maylawfully,be reformed and re- 
duced co its origia all itate again, and thereby alſo the people! re- 
ſtored to antient right therein, and freed from abundance of miſ. 
chief and inconvenience. n 
And ſo extremely doth the Fundamentall Conſtitutions of 
England tegard true frtedome, that it allows of Bail in any czſe; 
without exception, where it can be obtained, and admits ne im- 
priſonment of the perſons of any for debt, choofing rather that 
one man ſhould ſuffer in his eſtate, then that the bodies of men 


* 
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and women ſhould be, as it were, buried alive is goales and pri- 


ſons, as thouſands have been, and till are, to the hearts grief of all 
tender hearted people. 5 | | 
But then the fundamental Law provides, that where there is any 
eſtate, there ſatisfaction is to be made, as far as it wit! reach, leaving 
ſtill ſome neceſſaries for life, otherwiſe it were more grit vous for 
poor. debtors, then for many forts of wilfull malefactors, for how- 
ever the preſent praiſe is, and long hath been, by the fundamen- 
tall Law, the eſtate even of a capital offender that fuffers death for 
his offence, is not forfeited, but deſcends to his family, as other 


mens, after ſatisfaction made to the parties damnified: Theſe for- 


feitures no doubt have been the principall cauſe. that many an in- 
nocent mans life hath been unjuſtly taken away, and many a worthy 
honeſtman come to be burn d in the hand; and however Parliaments 
have been drawn in to countenance ſuch practiſes, it was the inven- 
tion of Kings to turn families apfide Gown at pleaſure, for te them 

3 5 their 
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02 able rr. 7 5 inheritinceg ta, che el. 
" a wy ono pat of the Fundamentali, Law, 
i quite Sn AO6-0 „that honeſtly and one g. 

bly. provided , that 3ll. inberitances thonld. diſcend to all. che 

child; ren ab: ke, ,chbuſiog. rather. that ſome. ill - deſerving chil- 
4555 ſhould have where they deicrve not, then that ic mould oe at 
| the will of parents, or in the power of che Law, to. expoſe many 
= to ſuch. i inconvenie nces, and deſtractivc courſes, which younger 
4 brothers for the moſt. pare hath been caſt upon: Divers c Other brau- 
2 te of the Fundamentall Law, as. is that cc b e 
deer Exception againlt thirty fue Wit 1 ng 
wy beet vas many moxe as eauſe can be juſtly alledged 
vocill che; party doth auidently ſce an indiffereneꝝ in hi 5 
Aſſo to admit bo Hog og of nya againſt chemfels 
| rare ng to anſwer to queſtions, Nor convic 
Ie-lawfol Wu eſſes gt ahe leaſtiand that it is og 
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ome, Tuftice ind much mercy, tack 25 Gca will bleſle, choſing in 
Alb caſes rather That ſomg guilty -perſons.hould. 15 times eſcape, 
n de OC, inngcentoherſon ſhouid af iy he de mned. 
hd whereas it hath bean; ſappoſed; tha _ bene nt. of 
N deatk is undamentall, it is a meer mi take, it, As. moſt os 
Ren hike chings being an innovation, and no. way tending to the 
Lolit ning af offenders, but rather to Their encrealc, ang ndecd 2 
ae{catingy, or ſtrongly cempring.every, one that robs; to, m 
| allo: Far as the practiſe long time, hath, ene witneſſe er 
Wes 22 the party himſelf that is robbed ſutficerh f or ptgof, and. caſts the 
ciel kforhis life, What way then is more ſafe: fox bg thief, then 
„ to-murther whomhe robs; tO prevent. his teſtit 109 us life, 
8 Jeeingbe dieb etotada biet 1 can d. gg more. if aA 
_ . mantherer?; Beſides, when the. Fane ebe wan 
A it puniſhed offenders accordin g to ee 5 
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| laborious workings and open ſhame, at which time it is teltified, 


6 


„ others by corporall puniſhments. with 


tafiary m 


4 


that a man with much money, or moneys worth, might have travel 


led in ſafety all pe with but a white wand in his hand; be- 


fides,the Law of death for theft is many times the means why, rob- 
bers eſcape, for that many. good and tender · hearted people, either 
upon. the conſideration above: mentioned, decline proſe euti- 


on, becauſe if they ſhonld proſecute, they muſt either ſweare 
fallly, and undervalue what they loſt, or take away life ; 
whete in conſcience they judge they ought; not; all which would 


not be, were the puniſhment proportioned io the offence, as in the 
Fundamentall Law it is. 6 e en 725 

As much likewiſe may be ſaid concerning the ſervile tenures of 
Copyholds, how long ſoever they have 3 the ſlaviſn re- 
mains of conqueſt, inconſiſtent with true freedome, or the Funda- 
mentall Law of England, and may, and as the reſt forenamed,oughe 
to be reduced to the true ſtate of antient right, and the people 


Spirit. 


5 All Monopolies at home , and all reſtcaine of trade abroad to 


diſtin companies of men, are all oppoſite to the aotient rights of 
the people, and may juſtiy be reduced to a un verſaſl freedometo 

very Engliſhifan; which will make trade in time to flouriſh, and 
wealth and plenty of all neceſſaries to abound, eſpecially if the way 


of 'raifing money by cuſtome and Excize were laid aſide, being ut 
tetly deſtructive to trade, and rendring che lives of tradeſmen te- 

dioms and irkſome to them, and hath no conſiſtence with Funda - 
mentall right; for according to that rule, no impoſit ion ought to 
be laid upon trade, but what moneys are at any time found ncedfull 
by Parliament, onght to be levied by way of Subſidy, or an eguall 
proportion upon all mens eſtates , real] and perſonall, in which - 


contſe the hole, within two pence or three pence in the pound, is - 
| 8 beother way vaſt ſums 
go to the maintenanee of Officers, ſo as you perceive in this and all 


brought into the publike treaſury, whereas in t 
other particulars hitherto recited, the moſt ancient right is not on- 


ly due, bur moſt for the caſe and good of the people, you may per- 


tetve by what hath been expreſſed what arc our aatient rights, and 
what; how many, and how great have been our almoſt as antient 
. 2 % 0 ome-- 


hereby freed from abundance of torment, and vexation. of 
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immediate ly ready to ſit when they riſemor wonld we forany thing 
inthe world,thatParliaments ſhould be accuſtomedto be forced, no- 


and we truſt you ill not omit to do it by way of Petition h all 
wich eh propet fruit of their ſo many years labour, hardſhip and 
Eive up cheir truſt into the hands of another Parliament, which 
when you underſtand, we ſhall then deſire you to acquaint the 


Of men they have been withheld from them, that ſo they may at 
length beware, and not chuſe ſuch mea to make them free, whole 


"their bondage and miſery: And that you will be as ſtro 
'  dedagainſtall motions of n | 
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Some of our antient-rights remain alive to this 


ments and Iuriesʒ the firſt of whieoughe annually to be chaſen, 
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ted, and 
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which annnall choice hath for many years been intermitte 
tha t inherent righe withheld, which ſhould have ſome ſpecial thing 
for its excuſe; and happy were the people, and doubtleſſe happ 
would it be for thispreſent Parliament alſo, that it may truly 
ſaid chey held the Parliamentary power ſo long, that theꝝ might re- 
ſtore the people to theit antient native rights, the Fundamentall 
Laws, to their full foree and power, for which end it was, as you 
declared; that you reſerved theſe, when yon excluded the reſt; and 
Therefore ſurely in this and many more reſpects you are obliged to 
perſevere in putting them in mind thereof, and if you find that they 
are not able to agree in the performance of this, the proper work 
of Parliaments then to move them in ſome ſhort time, to order 2 
new Parliament to be choſen, that they may take place of them, it 
being in no wiſe ſafe for the Parliament to diſſolve, untill the new 


thingbeing of more dangerous conſequence to Government it ſeif. 
- Laces we ſhall be ready to ſecond you in, 


le ſpeed, that the deſires of good men may be ſatisfied ,,;in 


ing this Parliament yet honour themſelves, and hleſſe the Nation 


tmiſery;the te. injoyment of their birth-right, Orif that cannembe 


obtained, you and your friends defiring it, -they will not defer co 


people what their antient cights are, and how and by what intereſts 


intereſt, advantage, and way of living, binds to keep them in perpe- 
tuall bondage: And to inform them like wiſe, that it is not Statute 
Law, nor the opinion of Judges, and book - caſes, nor the Preraga- 
tive of Princes, Lords, and great ones, nor any thing but their Fun- 
damentall Rights that can render them free or happy, and to per- 
ſwade them no longer to give ear to ſuch charming as hath been to 


N 


IJ Ea ip 
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mie though they ot aan wich ſeeming arguments fröm 
Sceripture, che Scriptare giving ns particular rules dr che Goycin- 
ment of Nations, the Government of the Iſraelites being only in- 

tended for them, and either binds not, ot els it biuds in all and eve. 
ry part; ſo as thuſe ho requite tythes.hy chat Li wr puniſtr ſome 
offences according to that Law, are bouniſ alſo to cirtumciſe and to 

offer Sacrifice, and indeed to fulfill the whole Li, none having 


power to make choice of one pare, and tefuſe another. 

If they urge from the Goſpell, that indeed gives moſt bleſſed 
rules for faith and converfation, but as tu Government, it is appa- 
rent from thoſe words of our Saviour, ('who made me a' divider of 
inherit ances) that the Goſpel intends not ſo much earthly; as heas 
venly things; but both old and new Covenants agree in this, that 
all juſt agreements and conttacts amongſt-men, ſuch are our Fun- 
damentall Lawes) ought inviolably to be kept and obſerre. 
Th ſenſe of the La of God is cieare in this, that ix is a curſed 

thing to remove the land · marks of forefathers; not ate am more 
highly approved of by God himſelf then the Kechabires,) for walk- 
ing ſtedfaſtly in the laws and conſticutions of their forefathers, s. 
Nor can any thing be more deſtructivye to Govemment or hu- 
mans ociety, then for men to admit that they are not obliged to 
obſerve the Fundamental juſt Inſtitutions of 'the eountrey wherein 
y were born, there being nothing that tendeth ſo readily to the 
ſhaking of a well-bounded fociety of men into anarchy ind confu- 
ſios : For, hat is it that gives any man propriety in what he hath 
but Fundamentall Law? What is it els that defends propciety, but 
Fundamentall Legall Power.? Why have you; and we; and thou 
ſands more ſo cried out upon ſuch as pretended a Prerogative above 
Fandamentail Law, and above Parliameats, but that it was in ſub- 
verſion thereof? Why did our Forefathers and all their poſterity, 
down to our ſelves, ſo heavily complain againſt the with-holding 
of Parliaments, and agzinſt triall of Cauſes byany other way but by 
Juries, but that they are both Fundamental? Why was it alwayes 
noted 2 à mark of regalt prevalencie in Parliaments when any 
ching paſſed chere contrary to thoſe ancient Rules? Why upon all 
complaints of oppreſſion are the amendments alwayes made by 
that Rule, as that when Parliaments had been deferred, and com- 
pflaint made, the remedy runs thus: Fer remedy of grievances and 
exiſebiefs-which daily happen, a Parliamrut Mal br cbefen once. eviry 
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erding te Law: e che Laj eve & 
cient chen the Act of karlisment or amendment. e 4h 54 "3 
Alſo after abuſe and innovation in triall of Cauſes the es 4 
ment comes and ſayes, That no man ſhall: be. attached, fined, 
impriſoned, exiled or . of life, limb, laben er elfate „ bus 
by.-Inries, acconding to the Law of the-. Lud: Which ſhewes 
the Fundamental 'Law to have been time out of mind before 
Magna Carta ot any Statute Law. Why when after judgment 
in che legall Coutts, the Chancery and Parliament had taken 
cognizance of the ſame Cauſes by way of appeale, dath the amend- 
ment come and lay, henceforth after judgment in the legall Courts 
the parties ſhall be in quiet and free from being called eithet into 
Chancety or into Parliament , accerding 10 the: Law of the Land, 
but in zeſpeR to the ſupremacy of -Fundamentalls ?- Why wete Pe- 
titioners in former times ſo carefull: not to * the leaſt ſyllable 
contrary to the Fundamentall Law, but that ey knew parliaments 
were chiefly ordained: for their preſervation 7 And it will not be 
throaghly-well in Exgland, till Parliaments make anſwer to Pxtiti⸗ 
oners according to the Rule of the Fundamental} Law. The late 
Worceſterſhire petitionets for Tythes may then know What they 
mayjaltly expect from them, vis · that they are at libet ty either to give 
ox pay tythes, or any other proportion of their incombs. to ſuch 
whom they will contract. with for their labours in tesch 
divine things, or any other kind of learning, but thoſe that aß 
prove not of pꝛyiag, are not to be caforced; and thus in afl 
things are the Engliſh free, wherein their neighbour: i is not vio- 
lated a 'S-: = TY 
Had this rule beer-obſerved of late years, it had ere this opt HE: 
the mouchs of many Petitioners, and begot a better underſtanding; 
amonglt the people, who have bhen ſhittered into ſhivers for want 
of this principle co unite them, every man ſtirringand contending 
as for life for his owu opinion; one will have the Parliament do 
this, another that; others exthering themſelves together. in kaots, 
and boaſtiog bow. many hands they had co their petition; a ſccond | 
fort of men to theirs, and ſo of the reſt , how many friends: they- - 
had in che Houſe for chis thing, how many fot that; and thus like 
the builders of # «bel, they have been Da for want of kgow- 
ledge, and ſixtneſſe in and upon the Fundameatalls, Which only can 
| give reſt ta the ſpixits of the. Salih, the goodaeſſæ whereof h- 


? ee ti ſoon bege x reconditement ; and 
5 et 8 techn r coinethe xrue and laſting pcace a- 
mon lone leser, ad! this theafis: obly can we ever be made con- 
idetäble eicher ugainſte orrup intereſt at home, or againſt 
or L tent ned; me ery eee, kei 
u to be 1 flonting undal quently divid 
and b weed erbt our Kees l ne er er Beth thi 
Nation; whereas were we once again bound and knit together 
with this juſt and pleaſant ligament of fundzmenthll Law, divide 
and raign would not be ſo frequent in their vanquiſht mouths; 
which indeed is the main ground of the hopes, 
Conſider we beſcech you, bow uncertain the rule of prudence and 
e ee among tie 4 wiſeſt' and beſt of men, how ' anſtabſe 
that people were chat ſhould be every year to make their Laws, of 
to Abit them, havegve not found the Proverb verified, ſo many 
men ſo many minds ; this thing voted by one ſort of nen as moſt 
juſt and 'neceflary , yea mens eſtates, and hyes, and conſrietices 
. aſt pen it, and thoſe the belt of men, when in ſhorr crime after tlie 
e voted down as moſt unjuſt und pernicious; infinite inftances of 
his King we doubt not will come to your remembratice, and theres 
Fore not wichout good cauſe have our Predeceffots given ſuch dear 
reſpect te their Fundamental! Rights, that unleſſè mens undex- 
Rand gs were even bewirched wich the ſallariet of cortupt inte 
elt, t ey woull chooſe rather to tofe their lives, then to part 
With one of them, eſteeming every man, though bora in Znglend, 
no more a true Engliſhman, then as he maintained the Fundamen- 
rallThbertics of his Country. 
o conclude, none ever yet denied that we had Fundamentall 


a x 
i — tas 1 4 S _ 5 : — * 
I "Te © — . 3 oy > 0 
1 8 8 ” 295 * IRE * 4 * — + * [- * * 
3 £5. 885-228 e 72 & 5 5 
x 8 9 5 * Pp 8 + OE WP, — * * 5 
5 * £2 Ir" bv; X * 3 * * 
1 4: — , — . 
LAY * * - * 3 
4 — — % . 
> 8 22. 7 * 
7 

* 4 "4 1 "el 7 _ * = * = * 

* £3 "= « 

: 8 = 

2 _— 1 q 4 " 

5 
* 3? N Ss 

$94 > — 
4 8 
7 — . 22 s 
8 * . 
= 
3 is . 
. = ic 
. 


to be odeyed; but endeavours you will find have been in all ages 
powers to eſtabliſh themſebves, and govern by diſcretion, upon « 
Pretence of more eaſie and ſpeedy diſpateh of juſtice, as the late 
. did, when he by power brake up the ſhort Parliament; before 
= $6 publik ly declared, that he and his Lords would with more 
"Tt d and better juſtice redreſſo the grievances of the people, then 
the Patliament could do. 
lad chough this bath been a diſeaſe incident to the Ed to 
Sie Lans ufd inforee them upon the people, yet as it is man * 
. N f | nth: * * or the people of "Os W 


- ſtanding Laws, and ſach as againſt which no Statute Law onghr | 
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t to reſtore, 


tions laid grounds againſt ſuch temptations; and as. abhorriog all. 
ſuch wicked and unjuſt inteatiens, would not have any entertain a- 
ny ſach ſuſpition of you; we have very great hopes, that as you 
will carefully e your hands, your ſtrength, and power from 
being dcfiled, y impoſing Innovations, or continuing ſuch as have 
been brought upon us, or yet by being inſtrumental} co ſuch as 
would; ſo we truſt, and eatneſtly intreat that you would lay the 
premiſes to heart, and by wiſdome and perſeveranee, procure the 
antient good Laws of Euglaud to be re-eſtabliſh:d amengſt vs, 
they being ſo jult , ſa mercifull, ſo preſervative to all peaceable 
minded people, ſo unburthenſome to the induſtrious , ſo oppoſite 
to all ſelf-intereſt, ſo correRive of any manner of wrong, ſo quick 
in diſpatching, fo equall in the means, ſo righteous in thetr jadge- 
ments, proportioning puniſhments to offenders, ſo tender ef the 
innocent, ſo conſonant to right reaſon, and having no diſproporti- 
on to all true Chriſtian dofitrine, that the goodneſſe of them, as 


| yonknee proſytetiy fonght to reſtore, and not to deſtroy, having 
conquered their enemies, not their friends, ſo have youby Decla 


well as becauſe they are the tyes, the Bondyand Ligaments f the | 
we 


2cople, and both your and our Rights and chiefe inheritance, v 
Faſt will cauſe — like the true ſons of your worthy and valiant 
"Anceſtor, to becnamored of them, and to be now much more of 
the ſame mind, then when you profeſſed that yon eſteemed neither 
life nor livelyhood, nor your neereſt relations, a price but uf cient 
to the purchaſe of ſo rich a blefling, that you, and all the free-borne 
people of England might fit down in quiet, under the gloxious ad- 
miniſtration of juſtice and righteouſneſſe, and in full poſſeſſion. of 
thoſe Fundamentall Rights and Liberties, without which we can 
not be ſecure of any comfort of life, or ſo much as life it ſelf, but 
at the pleaſure of ſome men, ruling meerly according to will and 
Power. He _ 
And may the integrity of your hearts ſo apÞtarma, 
your actions, as may render you well-pleafing in the ſight of G 


all 


who hath regiſtred all your Vows (of freeing this Nation from all 


kinds of bondages) in the dayes of your diſtrefſe : Keep therefore | 


your hearts faichfull;As As/es, who when he was to lead the Iſrac-. 
lites out of gt, would not leave a hoof in bondage: and in 


.fo dghg onely,will you be the rejoycing of this Nation to all ge- 
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